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How to Compare Anything to Anything

By Dennis Kennedy

We’ve come a long way from the days when
“redlining” had a literal meaning — marking
changes to contracts and other legal documents
with rulers and red ink pens. With the advent

of the personal computer and word process-

ing software, a paradigm shift occurred and this
word became a term of art, referring to software
that compares two word processing documents.

DocsCorp thinks the time has come for yet
another paradigm shift thanks to the fact that
lawyers no longer deal exclusively with word
processing documents. Can you say PDF?

DocsCorp’s pdfDocs compareDocs enables

you to compare two Word documents (apples
to apples) just like its competitors, but when
bundled with its pdfDocs Desktop product, no
restrictions exist, which means you can com-
pare “anything-to-anything” (apples to oranges)
— Word-to-Word, PDF-to-PDF, Word-to-PDF,
PDF-to-Word, Word-to-anything, PDF-to-any-
thing. This capability should come as welcome
news to anyone who has ever received a PDF file
and wants to compare it to the original Word file.

To use pdfDocs compareDocs, you simply drag
and drop a document, right-click to select a
document to compare, and click the compare
button. You then see a summary and a statisti-
cal report. In a Word-to-Word comparison, you
can accept or reject tracked changes. If you try
to compare a document type other than Word or
PDF, pdfDocs compareDocs will first convert it to
PDF format and then run the comparison.

pdfDocs compareDocs offers a variety of render-
ing sets for document markup, and lets you use
both track changes functionality in Word and
Adobe comparison functionality in Acrobat. You
can also adjust the comparison engine to create
more or less detailed analysis of documents,
easily swap original/modified document posi-
tions, and save reports back into your docu-
ment management system as new, new version,
attachment, or related. pdfDocs compareDocs
provides a variety of reporting and comparison
options. For example, you can show document
differences in a side-by-side report or generate a
consolidated report.

You can use pdfDocs compareDocs with
documents and email attachments, and work
from within Word, Outlook, your document
management system, Windows Explorer, or on
your desktop. The program integrates with all
the popular document management systems,
including Hummingbird DM, Interwoven Work-
Site, Open Text Livelink ECM, DOCS Open, and
WORLDOX. Learn more about pdfDocs com-
pareDocs: www.docscorp.com/public/products/
publicProductsCompare.cfm
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